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GlobalHOME 2015 report 

 

2015 has been a great year for GlobalHOME. We held some fantastic events such as our Global 

Health Seminar Series, Birthing Kit and Maternal Health Workshop, Red Week for HIV Awareness, 

and the Fossil Free Divestment Campaign. We also organised several large fundraising events 

including Red Party for Global AIDS Interfaith Alliance, and Charity Auction to fund the birthing kits. 

Our team consisted of students from Sydney Medical Program, School of Public Health, Dentistry, 

Nutrition and Dietetics, and Medical Science, allowing us to expand our reach to engage more 

students in global health issues. 

 

We are appreciative of the funding from the Faculty of Medicine to provide high quality education 

events. We also acknowledge the ongoing support from A/Prof. Kirsty Foster, Danielle Somers, and 

Fiona Thien from the Office of Global Health. 

 

Our first event of the year was Electives Night, in which we invited students who have just 

completed their elective to share their experiences. This event immensely benefits Stage 2 and 3 

students in selecting and preparing for their elective or extramural placements later this year. 

 
Electives Night 2015. Bosch Lecture Theatre was packed with medical students eager to hear about electives 

and extramural placement opportunities.  

 

In our first seminar, Communicable Diseases in a Communications Age, we heard from two fantastic 

speakers, Prof. Raina MacIntyre, head of school of public health at UNSW, who talked about 

infection outbreaks and bioterrorism, and Dr Phil Jaksa, who spoke about the work of One Disease, 

an organisation dedicated to eliminating preventable disease in remote Indigenous communities, 

with a focus on scabies.  



 

2 
 

 
Seminar 1: Communicable Diseases in a Communications Age. A. Students and staff of many health 

disciplines are invited to GlobalHOME’s seminars. B. Dr Phil Jaksa. C. Prof. Raina MacIntyre. 

 

GlobalHOME successfully hosted Red Week for HIV awareness from 15-19th June. We raised $2600 

through the bake sale and red party and all proceeds were donated to Global AIDS Interfaith 

Alliance, a non-profit organisation which provides HIV testing, family planning and education about 

HIV prevention in Malawi to empower communities and build healthcare capacity. 

 

The Red Week seminar on the global response to HIV was well attended by our medical students. Dr 

Bridget Haire, the current president of the Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations, spoke about 

the social response to HIV. Dr Shailendra Sawleshwarkar, a clinical academic at the Western Sydney 

Sexual Health Centre, spoke about the UNAIDS goals, and the possibility of ending HIV. A/Prof 

Catherine O'Connor, the director of the Sexual Health Service at RPA, spoke about her commitment 

to teaching and clinical practice in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea.  

 

     

 

A B C 

D 

Seminar 2: The global response to HIV – where are we now? A. Dr Bridget Haire. B. Dr Shailendra 

Sawleshwarkar. C. A/Prof Catherine O'Connor. D. Question time from the audience.  
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The Red Week bake sale was held concurrently in Stage 1 and 2 lectures, which raised $822. The 

Med Choir group supported Red Week with a performance of Seasons of Love, a song from Rent, a 

musical about young bohemians struggling with AIDS in New York in the 1980s. To my knowledge, 

this is the first time in SMP, that med students have performed a song in lectures. 

 
Red Week culminated in the annual Red Party, a combined stage 1 and 2 end of block party with 

over 200 people attending.  

 

For our final seminar, Healthcare When Disaster Strikes, we heard from Dr Stewart Condon, 

President of MSF Australia, and Dr Timothy Gray, who was previously involved in AUSMAT missions. 

It was very interesting to hear about their career and experiences providing healthcare in disaster 

relief settings.  

  
 

GlobalHOME and Sydney University Paediatric Society co-hosted the Health for Refugee Children 

Seminar and Care Package event. We heard from Consultant Pediatrician Professor David Isaacs 

about refugee health issues and the role of advocacy. We received generous donations of toys, 

winter clothes, books and other goodies and made packages for the children of different ages.  

Half of the packages were delivered to the children in Sydney Immigration Residential Housing, 

Villawood. The remainder of the care packages were given to children participating in the Australia 

Med choir performance: 

Seasons of Love 

Seminar 3: Healthcare When Disaster 

Strikes.  

A. Dr Stewart Condon explaining the 

nature of MSF missions. 

B. Dr Timothy Gray reflecting on his 

missions to Tacloban and rural Pakistan 

with AUSMAT.  

A B 
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Refugee Volunteers (ARV) program. ARV is the largest organisation to support refugees living in the 

Australian community. They run fortnightly kids programs, and invited us to join in and teach a 

lesson on healthy living and healthy eating. It was a successful event and we will be partnering with 

ARV to hold more healthy living activities for the kids in the future. 

 

 

 
 

Members of GlobalHOME met with Dr Ansu Bockarie and Dr Akis Afoko, colleagues of the Office of 

Global Health, from Ghana. It was very eye opening to hear about their medical programs and the 

health system in Ghana. They passed on our contact information and we have since been in 

communication with student representatives from the University of Cape Coast and University of 

Development Studies.  

Health for Refugees Initiative  

A and B. Care Package Workshop.  

C. Delivering care packages to refugee children in the community. 

D. Teaching healthy living to refugee children with the ARV Kids Program. 

E. Prof. David Isaacs speaking about the role of advocacy. 

A B 

C D 

E 
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Global Home has divested our bank account away from NAB, to Bank of Queensland. Divestment is 

a worldwide movement to alert the large banks such as NAB of their unsustainable investment in 

fossil fuels which will ultimately become a stranded asset. As written in the Lancet, climate change 

is biggest threat to health in the 21st century, so it makes sense for our group to divest.  

 

In the 2015 Charity Auction, we raised a phenomenal $4360, which allowed us to purchase 1400 

birthing kits for preventing childbirth related complications around the world.  

 

 

 
 

We had guest speaker Alison Moores from the WHO Collaborating Centre for Nursing, Midwifery 

and Health Development at our Birthing Kit Workshop to provide insight on maternal health issues 

in Papua New Guinea. Prof. Inam Haq from the Faculty of Medicine, also joined in with students to 

package birthing kits. It was rewarding to see the 14 boxes of birthing kits to be sent off to improve 

the birthing conditions for women in disadvantaged and remote communities around the world. 

 

Charity Auction. Professors and 

clinicians of the medical school 

donated fantastic prizes such as 

dinners, lunches, and tutorials. 

Students bid in teams for these 

special opportunities. 
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We thank our 2015 team for their hard work in expanding GlobalHOME, delivering high quality 

events, and supporting charities to improve health standards globally and we look forward to 

exciting initiatives for 2016. 

 

For more information, please see our website and facebook page. 

http://globalhome.org.au/ 

https://www.facebook.com/usydglobalhome 

 

Email: globalhome.chair@gmail.com 

 

Birthing Kit Workshop. 

Organised by the Events Team, 

and attended by students from 

Medicine, Nutrition, Public 

Health, and Medical Science. 

http://globalhome.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/usydglobalhome
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2015 team: 

Chair: Mandy Wang 

Vice-Chair: Johnny Chang 

Secretary: Jeremy Knight 

Treasurer: Jason Qin 

Academic team: Andy Wallace, Nat Rasko, Josh Druery, Kate Haysom 

Events team: James Newman, Gugun Gill, Ellen Weekes, Angus Clarke 

Code Green Environment Officer: Rosie Powell 

Access to Essential Medicines Officer: James Gray 

Crossing Borders Refugee Health Officer: Rukmini Chatterjee 

Stage 1 SMP representative: Amelia Hope Welch 

Nutrition representative: Julie Christy 

Masters of International Public Health representative: Annabelle Evelyn 

Masters of Public Health representative: Harrison Odgers, Emma Chen 

Medical science representative: Stef Portelli 

Dentistry representative and IT Officer: Antony Laurence 

 

Incoming 2016 team: 

Chair: Amelia Hope Welch 

Vice-Chair: Josh Druery 

Secretary: Anna Louise Martin 

Treasurer: Joel Selby 

Academic Coordinators: Isaline Goemaere, Rosie Powell 

Event Coordinators: Gugun Gill, Kate Wardell 


